
IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR SCOTT COUNTY

IN RE
MATTHEW A. RUETER 
By his spouse,
PENNY E. RUETER

) 07821 ESPR082302

)
) JURY
) INSTRUCTIONS

Instruction 1

Members of the Jury: In this case the Penny Rueter claims that her husband Matthew A. 
Reuter experienced a medical emergency in Jamaica on February 9, 2023, and that Matthew A. 
Rueter has disappeared and is presumed dead from accidental means and cannot be tound.

The Code of Iowa provides a procedure for a jury of 6 persons to determine if a person has 
disappeared and is presumed dead from accidental means and cannot be found.

Do not consider this summary as proof of any claim. Decide the facts from the evidence 

and apply the law which I will now give you.

Instruction 2

My duty is to tell you what the law is. Your duty is to accept and apply this law.

You must consider all the instructions together because no one instruction includes all the 

applicable law.

The order in which I give these instructions is not important.

Your duty is to decide all fact questions.

As you consider the evidence, do not be influenced by any personal sympathy, bias, 
prejudices or emotions. It is common to have hidden or implicit thoughts that help us form our 
opinions. You are making very important decisions in this case. You must evaluate the evidence 
carefully. You must avoid decisions based on things such as generalizations, gut feelings, 
prejudices, fears, sympathies, stereotypes, or inward or outward biases. The law demands that you 
return a just verdict, based solely on the evidence, your reason and common sense, and these 
instructions. As jurors, your sole duty is to find the truth and do justice.

Instruction 3

In this case Penny Rueter must prove by the preponderance of the evidence that her 
husband has disappeared and is presumed dead from accidental means and cannot be found.
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Preponderance of the evidence is evidence that is more convincing than opposing 
evidence. Preponderance of the evidence does not depend upon the number of witnesses.

Instruction No. 4

You shall base your verdict only upon the evidence and these instructions.

Evidence is:

1. Testimony in person.

2. Exhibits received by the court.

3. Any other matter admitted.

Evidence may be direct or circumstantial. The weight to be given any evidence is for you 

to decide.

Instruction No. 5

You will decide the facts from the evidence. Consider the evidence using your 
observations, common sense and experience. You must try to reconcile any conflicts in the 
evidence; but, if you cannot, you will accept the evidence you find more believable.

In determining the facts, you may have to decide what testimony you believe. You may 

believe all, part or none of the witness testimony.

There are many factors which you may consider in deciding what testimony to believe, 

for example:

1. Whether the testimony is reasonable and consistent with other evidence you 

believe;

2. The witnesses' appearance, conduct, age, intelligence, memory and knowledge 

of the facts; and,

3. The witnesses' interest in the trial, their motive, candor, bias and prejudice.

Instruction No. 6

Upon retiring you shall select a foreman or forewoman. It will be his or her duty to see 
discussion is carried on in an orderly fashion, the issues are fully and freely discussed, and each 

juror is given an opportunity to express his or her views.

Your attitude at the beginning of your deliberations is important. It is not a good idea for 
you to take a position before thoroughly discussing the case with the other jurors. If you do this,



individual pride may become involved and you may later hesitate to change an posmon
even if shown it may be incorrect. Remember you are not partisans or advocates, but judge 

judges of the facts. Your sole interest is to find the truth and do justice.
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